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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

The State Capitol of Xansas is a combination of French Renaissance
and Corinthian style architecture. The limestone building is cruciform
in shape with a high dome and retunda to tie together the four wings.
Dimensions of the building north to south are 399 feet, east to west 386
feet, and to the extreme top of the dome 304 feet. The area covered by
the capitol if 57,600 sguare feet.

The main entry of the building on the south is approached by a long
series of stone steps and the entablature above the entrance is supported
by eight Corinthian stone colums. Entries of the other wings are similar.

The windows in all four stories of the central part of the building
(i.e., the north and south wings) are rectangular in shape. The east and
west wings have three different types of windows: flat arched windows on
the first floor, £ull arched windows on the second, and rectangular main
windows with small circular windows above on the east wing third flcor.
The third floor windows of the west wing are similar to those of +he
second floor. The three floors of the rotunda above the roof line have
arched, rectangular, and square windows, and there are circular windows
in the copper dome. All windows except the circular dome windows have
cut limestone sills and lintels., The roofs are a combination of hip and
gable. The cornice is cut stone and intricately detailed. The sides of
the building are ornamented with pilasters bearing Corinthian capitals.

Many different types of marble were used for the interior. The
wainscoting in the center of the building on the first floor is of
Tennessee marble; in the west ocrridor Manual tile; and in the east
corridor it is of Georgian marble. The large upper panels in the wains-
coting on the second flcor are Siena and Lambertin marble from Italy.

The base and capstones ars Numidian marble from Africa. The mopboard is
of rouge Royal marble from France. Tennessee marble is used in all wings
of the second floor. The third floor rotunda features Georgian marble.

The goyernor's ofifices on the second floor are finished in white ma-
hogany from Mexico. The ornate Senate chamber and the House of Representa-
tives are located on the third floor. The Senate chamber was decorated in
1885 at a cost of $3000,000 and is regarded as one of the finest and most
ornate legislative chambers in the country.

The murals on the first and second floors are outstanding examples of
Kansas art depicting the state's development., The murals in the first floor
retunda were designed and executed by David Overmyer, a Topeka native.

The eight myrals are entitled "The Coming of the Spaniards," "The Chisholm
Trail," "The Coming of the Railroad," "The Santa Fe Trail," "Lewis and
Clark in Kansas,” "Bullding a Sod House," "The Battle of Mine Creek," and
"The Battle of the Arickaree.™

The second floor murals were painted by John Steuart Curry, a native
of Dunavant, Jefferson county, XKansas. A two-panel mural in the east
corridor entitled "Tragic Prelude" features a gigantic figure of John
Brown. In the west ocrridor, "Kansas Pastoral" portrayed the Kansas of
modern times. Curry's work was not finished. Plans for eight murals in
the main rotunda of the second floor were blocked by a controversy over

removing marble wainscoting to provide space for the pictures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The State Capitol of Kansas was constructed on a twenty-acre tract
donated to the state for that purpose by the Topeka Association in 1862.
The legislature authorized construction of the capitol in 1866, and work
soon began on the east wing. The cornerstone was laid on October 17,
1866 and the east wing was partially ready for occupancy by state
officials in late 1862. The legislature met there in 1870 although the
building was not entirely completed until 1873. Construction of the
west wing began in 1879, and it was first used by the legislature in
1881l. 1In that session authorization was given for the completion of the
main part of the building, which included the north and south wings and
the rotunda which tied the four wings together. Construction proceded by
stages as money was available. By June, 1903, the building was basically
finished. Total cost was $3,200,588,92

The capitol was based on designs by E. Townsend Mix. The first
state architect selected by the statehouse building commission was
John G. Haskell of Lawrence, one of Xansas' foremost architects. A
total of eight state architects served during the years of construction.

The building has been a source of pride to Kansans since its
completion., Adding to its significance as the state capitol are such
features as the intricate and elaborate ornamentation, especially of
the legislative chambers, and the murals painted by John Steuart Curry
snd David Overmyer.
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Parts of the capitol have never been finished. It was planned to have
the dome terminate with a statue of Ceres, the Roman goddess of agriculture,
So many Kansans objected that the model submitted was not worthy enough to
adorn the capiteol that the legislature refused to appropriate the necessary
funds. Also, on the north and south vorches, there are large triangular
spaces 1n the gables of rough stone. It was intended to have high relief
sculptures adorning the gables, but the sculptures have never been authorized.

The present outward appearance of the capitol differs little from its
appearance in 1903. )

Some alterations have been made to the interior particularly to office
areas, to adapt space to modern business practices.
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Seventh Biennial Regular Report and Recommendations of the Kansas Legislative
Council (Topeka, State Printer, 1946), pp. 160~173.

Curry, John Steuart, "The State House Murale," (n.p., n.d.}, 4 page pamphlet.

GPO 921.724



PP-

Blackmar, Frank W., editor, Kansas, A Cyclopedla of State History (Chicago,
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